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Preliminary Comments -

S
)
LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA
on the Freedom of Conscience and on Religious Organizations

-

Being governed by the proclamation of Armenia's indepandence, consider- o
ing the spiritual revival of tha Armenian people, its centuries old experi- .
ence and traditions; .

Being cognizant of the Armenian Apostolic Church as the national Chureh

of the Armenian people and as an important bulderk for the edification of
its spiritual life and national preservation; -

Being guided by human rights and basie Emap:iples of freedom defined “
through international norms and being faithfqu': article 18 of the interpa=- B
tlonal treaty regarding civil and political righwes; o

PoRp e
It ot osTr

The Supreme Council of Armenia's Republie adopts this law apout the L
Freedom of Conscience and on Religious Organization.

1. General Principles

Section 1

In the Armenian Republic the citizens' freedom of conscienge and pro-
fession of faith are guaranteed. Each citizen decides freely hig posi-
tion toward religion, has the right to profess & desired religion or
not to profess any religion, to engage in religious rites iadividually
or together with other eitizens.

Section 2

" The citizens of the Republic of Armenia afg equal before the law in all
realms of life: eivil, political, publie ecénomical and cultural
irrespective of their religicus beliefg ox religious affiliation,

Those responsible for causing direset or if.irect restrictions on the
rights of citizens to practice their faith’) persecution eor other res-
trictions on religious grounds, formenting religion strife shalli be

held accountable before the law. ‘.

Section 3

It is forbidden to coerce or compel a ecitizen to make a decision ts
barticipate or not to participate the services, religious rites and
Ceremonies, and religious education.

The right of freedom of censcience is subject only to such restric-
tions which are necessary to insure public safety, law and order, the o

health and morality of the citizens and for the defense of the rights
and freedem of other citizens, -
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The Defiritivn of Religious Organizatieng]. -

b

.

A

Scction 4

1 . .
A : . o) s .
A Reliyious drganization is an assaml.atiomipf eitiscras establislhied for

profassing a common faith as wel) ag for tulfilling ather raligious
ueds,

The Rellgious organizations are: scclogiastical and teligious commun: -
ties, dioceses, monasteries, religious brathernoods, aeducational arg
Publishing dinstitations alfiliated with Uiesy organizations ard cther
religious-ecclesigstical foundations.

Seogtion &

A ocitizens’' asyociation ig recognized ax a Religioug Organigation If it
satisfias the follawing criteria; .

2) It is no% contravy to the Provisions of Section 3 of *his law.
b) It is based on a hiskarical racognized holy scripturss,
¢) Its deoctrine forms part ol the international conrAmporary
reliqious-ecclasiastical communities, 4 .
) It i3 free frum materialism and is ip ed far purely epiritual
qoals, ”&
¢) It has at least 50 mempers. :1
1
Theec conditions (excepr for sibsection SLL’A), Are not applicable to

religious arganizatins of ethric minu;itlgg With thelr national
doctrine, =

Saction 6
el B

In the Repudlic of Arrenia =he fa)lowing Raligieus Crganizations
Pperater the Avmenian Apostolie Church {"Armenian Chureh”) with hex
traditional organizationa: athar religious erganizaticns whish ars
astablished and Zuneticn wiuiin t™e civcle of their respective faizhful
in accordance wizh privata owrarship and bylaws.

Ihe Rights ot Religisus Organizations

Section 7

The spizitual and religious aswivitiuws of Religious Organizations shall

be cerried out within the fcllowing cleai}$ prescribed riglhts:

a) Ty rally zhelr faithful around them, %'1

b) To satigfy the Teligicus=auiritual neads of their faithful,

¢ To perrorn veligious services, rites, Hd Geremonies in sanctuaries
and bulldings Reloaging tw them, in pldkibs of Dilgrimage, in
re_lgious institutions, as well ae ccmgferies, liuuses and residences
of citizens, hospitals, in homes for the mentally retarded and the
handicapped, detainment csnters, military camps at the reguest of
sitizens living there and being memhers of 3 given vsligiows vrgani~
zation. Tn athar cases, public services, religious ritas ana

seremunies are conducted for meetings, xalliea, demunstrallions and
tarches within approved guidelinags. i
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Section 13 -}
—_‘——l-—_—

Religious Organizations whose spiritual centers are outside the

Republic of Armenia cannot be financaq by those canters nor by polini-
cal organizations frop abroad,

Fegistration orf Religious Organizationg

Section 14
——tl 14

A Religious Community or Organization isg Yecognized as a judietal
person after being registered by the Committee of Religious Affairs

of the council of ministers, fTo be registerad, a Religious Organiza-
tion must presant its bylaws along with décuments fulfiling the sondi=-
tions enumerate ip Section 5 of this Law,

Section 19
AoEesdl o

The Bylaws of a Religious Crganization éhégﬁ?prdvide informatisn on the
following: the nature and areas of activitys administrative STructure;
houses of worship and ritual objects; initi%tion of activities; inten-
tion of establishing educational and publisgbng facilities; dispositien
of assets in case of dissolution ang make f@fther Provialons for any
special needs of the Organization, '

Section 16
=ty e

Within one month of the application s regiéter, an application shal)

be approved or rejected and returned to the applicant with an explana-
tion of the grounds for the rejection.

Registratien My be rejected if the applicaticn is contrary to the lawg
in effect, Applicant whose registration ras been rejected or no deci-
sion is rendered within the deadline, may seek judicial remedy,

A Religious Qrcaniza<ion may dissolve and tRase its activities Dy its

' . . N . [ "
own decisicn or by Judicial decree for violating the laws of the
Republic of Armenia. :

Relation between Religiousg Organizations a%?.:the Srate
§. S

Section 17
_"——-—__ L

- 1

. , . . ik
In the Republic of Armenia, Church and Statéaare separate. On the
. N . 2l
basis of this Separation the Srate: STy
a) Shall nct force a citizen tc adhere to agy reliqgion,
b) Shall not inverfere in the activitigs and internal affairs orf church

and Religisus Organizations as long as they operate in accordance
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¢) Frohibits whe participaticn of the Charch in gouverniag the Szats ang
]

shal!l nat impose any gevernmenial tunctiona on tha Chureh ur
Relivicus Cryanization,

The Swate =hai: net ovstruct thae efforts of the Armenian Church ina

pursiing she fallowins aulivities which we 8Xpresely reserved to be Rexr
privilaye 50lely.

~ To greach and dissemipnate her faith freely throughout the Repuilic
of Armenia, :

v Tu re~create her Aigtnrica) traditivns, srey
disceses and communities, o

= To construct new churches, ma\e historieal (monument - chuvclivs) i
belonying to her functional whether at, the request of the fai+hful
OF on i<s own {niziative, T

- "o wuacribute to the spiri+ual edificalioy of the Armenian panple
and to earvy out the same iy the state wducational institules withip
the law, . i\,

= To take prastices? measures which enhaned’, tha mogal standards of the
Alwenian people, !

=~ To expand benavolent and charizable activities,

s-Ure, organizationas,

At the name time, the Armenian Apostolic GChurch as the national Chureh
Cf Armenians, which also Sperates outsiqe -the Repuhlin, shall enjoy the

brataction of U Republic of Armeaia, within the [ramework of intar-
nactisnal legal morms, -

Sertien 18

The Htate shall finance neither. Lie agtivity of Religious Organmigatiuny T
nar of acheigtio Propagania. At tha same time, the state guaranteas
the right of the memcers ug emzloyees of Religicus Organizations to

taks cart in the civi? and political 1ife OB an egjual basiz with other
z1tizens.

Section 19
2huan -9

Chligations iaposed u: the citizens by mhe lava in sffecL shall pe
binding upon the meabersz of Religiuuyg Orgamizations as o any eother
ritizen, "

1y
P T

In the even: of a conrlict Petween civic Addies and wre religqicus qan-
victions, the iecsve of cariying out civie dutine may be resolved by
virtue of tie Briceicie ¢f altarnative choice, tirough muzual Adracmant P
Jetwaan he given Reliilous Organization and +he corresponding State lfi-
entity in the precesvre contemplated by th_law.

r.

Bectiun. 22
—mnlele s

Regisiraglion malatained by +he Chumsy in aécu;dance with a mumnal

agreement ghall ke avtepted as lejally binding and shall Le given rul:
errECt'
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