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CHAPTER 315
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PART 1
Preliminary

1 ThisAct may becited astheNon-Governmental OrganisationsAct.  Shorttitle.
2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:- Interpretation.

“auditor” meansaperson who examinesand reportsonfinancia statementsor
accounts,

! This Act had not yet comeinto force as of 31st December, 2000.
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]

“Board of Directors’ meansthe Board of Directorsof aNon-Governmental
Organi sation appointed pursuant to section 12 of thisAct;

“By-law” meansany By-lawsmade by aNon-Governmenta Organisationfor
itsowninternd regulation;

“financid year” meansthe period used by any Non-Governmenta Organisation
registered pursuant to thisAct to estimateitsannua revenue and expenditure;

“Minigter” meanstheMinister to whom the subject of civil society isassigned
CAPA4. by the Governor-General pursuant to section 41 of the Belize Congtitution;

“Non-Governmenta Organisation” hasthemeaning assgnedtoitinsection3
below;

“sustai nable human devel opment” hasthemeaning assignedtoitin section 7
below;

“Registrar” meansthe Registrar appointed under section 5 of thisAct;

“Regigter” meansthe Regigter of Non-Governmenta Organisationsregistered

under thisAct.
PART I
Registration Requirements

Non- 3.-(1) A Non-Governmenta Organisationisalega entity formed asacompany
Governmental limited by guarantee under the Companies Act whoseaims, natureand objects,
doéfga;'fa“ ons direct or indirect, are consistent with the principlesenshrinedinthe preamble
AR 98D, to the Belize Constitution and the Universal Declaration of Human Rightsand
CAP4. all thoseinternational and regiona human rightstreatiesand instrumentsto

which Belizeisaparty, and are designed to contribute to sustainable human

developmentinBelize.
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Non-Governmental Organisations [CAP. 315

(2) Without prejudicetothegenerdity of subsection (1) above,but subject

to section 13(2) of the Belize Constitution, aNon-Governmental Organisation  caP 4.
shall also havethefollowing attributesand characterigtics -
(@  itshdl beindependent of Government control initsoperations
and management;
(b)  itsaims, objectsand purposesshal beto achieve sustainable
human devel opment on avoluntary, non-profit basis,
(o) itsbusinessand affairsshal beunder the management and
control of aBoard of Directors, elected to officefor aperiod
andinamanner specifiedinitsArticlesof Association, and no
member of the Board of Directorsor an officer or employee
of theNon-Governmental Organisation shdl haveany interest
inusing the objects, aimsand purposesof the Non-
Governmental Organisationfor persona gain or profit; and
(d) itsactivitiesinandwithin Beizeshdl beconsstent withthe
principlesand provisionsof the Belize Constitution. CAPA4.
4.-(1) Subject to subsection (2) below, no Non-Governmental Organisation  Non-
shall enjoy any tax benefits provided under this Act unless such Non- ~ Governmental
Governmental Organisationisregistered under thisAct. Organisations
which are not
- : . . istered not t
_ (2)_ The_: Minister may, by Order publl_srpd inthe Gaz_ette, _speC|fy the ;i?;ye{,engﬁs °
period in which Non-Governmental Organisationsaready inexistenceand  conferred under
operating prior to thecommencement of thisAct shall berequiredtoregister  this Act.
under thisAct.
5.-(1) TheMinister may fromtimetotimeappoint afit, suitably qualified proper  TheRegistrar
person to be Registrar of Non-Governmental Organisations: and Deputy
Registrar.
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



8

CAP. 315] Non-Gover nmental Organisations

Application for

Provided that the Solicitor General shall act asthe Registrar of Non-
Governmenta Organisationsuntil suchtimeastheMinister gppointsaRegistrar
pursuant to subsection (1) above.

(2) TheRegistrar may have aDeputy Registrar and such other staff as
may enablethefull and effectual dischargeof hisdutiesasprovided under this
Act and any Regulations made thereunder.

6.-(1) Every Non-Governmental Organisation desirous of being registered

Registration. under this Act shall submit to the Registrar, within three months of the
commencement of thisAct, or within such other time asmay be prescribed,
thedocumentsand information referred to in subsection (2) below.

(2) Insupport of such application, the Non-Governmental Organisation
shall furnish the Registrar with the following documentstogether withits
application:-

(@  theMemorandum and Articlesof Association of theNon-
Governmenta Organisation, showing that itisacompany
limited by guarantee;

(b)  the nameand addressof theNon-Governmentd Organisation;

()  brief detailsof theaims, objectsand purposesof the Non-
Governmenta Organisation, especially thoserelatingto
sustainablehuman development in Belize;

(d)  theorganisationa structureof the Non-Governmental
Organisation (including without limitation detail sof its
membership and management) and how itsDirectorsare
elected, their dutiesand powersand terms of office;

(¢ theaccounting and management proceduresof theNon-
Governmenta Organisation;
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Non-Governmental Organisations [CAP. 315 9

() the names, addresses and occupation of each member of the
Board of Directorsof the Non-Governmental Organisation
for each year, where gpplicable;

(g0 thetypesof programmesthat the Non-Governmental
Organisation intendsto carry out for that year;

(h)  themaximumannua estimated revenuesand grantsof theNon-
Governmenta Organisation and, for aNon-Governmental
Organisation with revenuesof at least twenty-fivethousand
dollars per annum, the audited accounts of the Non-
Governmenta Organisationfor thepreviousfinancid year, duly
audited by an independent auditor, and for aNon-
Governmenta Organisationwith annua revenuesbelow
twenty-fivethousand dollars per annum, the statement of
accountsfor the Non-Governmental Organisation prepared
by itsaccountant or bookkeeper;

() the By-lawsof the Non-Governmenta Organisation.

(3) Wheretheaims, objectivesand purposes of aNon-Governmental
Organisation requirethe Non-Governmenta Organi sation to possessparticular
technical or professiona qualificationsor expertise, such Non-Governmental
Organisation shall berequired, withintwo monthsafter registration, to submit
to the Registrar satisfactory proof that itsofficersand/or employeesareduly
registered or licensed and comply indl respectsunder therdlevant law in Belize,
wherethe practice of such professionisregulated by aspecificlaw in Belize.

(4) Whereany locally incorporated Non-Governmental Organisation
registered under this Act holdsforeign currency accountswith any bank or
financial ingtitution outside Belize, it shal berequired, within three months of
registration, to transfer such moniesto Belize and to open and hold in respect
thereof aforeign currency accountinitsnamein Belize, notwithstanding anything
to the contrary in the Exchange Control RegulationsAct or any other law,and ~ CAP.52.
suchmoniesshall be exempt from any tax, duty or impost whatsoever levied by
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Sustainable
human
development
defined.

CAPA4.

CAPRPA4.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

the Government.

7. For the purposes of sections 3 and 6 (2) above, the expression
“sustainable human development” shall be construed to include but not to be
limited to any of thefollowing:-

@)

()

©

(d)

©

(f)

aprogrammeof activitiesby aNon-Governmental
Organisation which promotes, protects, educatesand
encouragesrespect of humanrightsgeneradly andthe
fundamental rightsand freedomsenshrinedin Chapter 11 of
the Belize Condtitutionin particular;

aprogramme of activitieswhich encourages, promotes,
protectsand devel opsthe educational system to meet the
basi c needs of the Belizean soci ety and economy;

aprogrammeof activitieswhich educatesthe Bdizean public
or any section thereof about the Belize Condtitution andlaws
andtheir congtitutional and legal rightsand obligationsas
enshrined thereunder;

aprogrammeof activitiesthat ass ssscommunitiesingenerd,
and certain marginaised groupslikewomen and theyouthin
particular, inthe planning, implementation and successful
execution of community-based devel opmentd projects;

aprogramme of activitiesthat promotesand encouragesthe
responsi ble conservation, protection and sustainable use of
Bdlize snatural environment, resources, antiquitiesand
monuments;

aprogramme of activitiesthat promotesand encouragesthe
formation and sustainablegrowth of socia and civil society
organisations, groups and soci eties concerned with the
condtitutional and legal rightsof workers, and thelegd rights
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Non-Governmental Organisations [CAP. 315 11

of fishermen, farmers, indigenous peoples, women, children,
youth, theelderly, the disabled, marginalised sectionsof the
society and other disadvantaged social groups;

(90 aprogrammeof activitiesthat promotesand encouragesin
Belizethe observance of primary and secondary health care
and sanitary standardsand health education,

(h)  aprogrammeof activitiesthat assistslocal, rura or urban
communitiesinengaginginincomegenerating production
projects,

() aprogrammeof activitiesthat promotes, among Belize smulti-
cultura citizens, patriotism and nationa consciousnessas
Belizeansover and aboveidentity at theethniclevd;

() aprogrammeof activitiesthat promotes, protectsand
disseminatesBelizean culture, or thecultureof agpecificcultura
or ethnic group thereof;

(k)  aprogrammeof activitiesthat promotesthe participation of
womeninall spheresof national development, and that
promotes gender awarenessissues and sengtivity;

() aprogrammeof activitiesthat aimsto provide supervised
micro-credit schemesto community groupsfor the
implementation of income generating projects,; or

(m)  aprogram of activitiesthat improvesand maintainsthewell-
being of the peopleand thenatura environment of Bdlize, and
that meetsthe needs of the present generation without
compromising theneedsof futuregenerations, aswell aswhich
respectsall humanrightsand observestheprinciplesof equity,
cooperation and solidarity; and
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12 CAP.315] Non-Gover nmental Organisations
(n)  anyother programmeaf activitieswhich promotessustainable
human devel opment.
Registration. 8.-(1) The Registrar shall, within such time asshall be prescribed, if heis

satisfied after receipt of an application under section 6(1):-

@)

()
©

that the organi sation making the application meetsthe
requirementsof section 3 above;

that the application complieswith section 6 above;

that the programmeof activitiesof the organi sation complies
with the requirements of section 7 above,

register the organisation asaNon-Governmental Organisation and issueto
that organisation aCertificate of Registration in the prescribed form, upon
payment of the prescribed fee.

(2) TheRegidtrar may refuseto register aNon-Governmental Organisation
where, inthe opinion of the Regidtrar:-

@)

()

©

the nameof the Non-Governmenta Organisationissimilar
to the name of another Non-Governmental Organisation or
other organisation or entity asto belikely tomidead thepublic
astoitstrueidentity;

thenameof theNon-Governmenta Organisationisoffengve
to good mords,

the applicationfor registration doesnot comply withthe
requirementsof thisAct or any Regulationsmadethere-
under.

(3 Where the Registrar refuses to register a Non-Governmental
Organisation under subsection (2)(c) above, he may direct the Non-
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Non-Governmental Organisations [CAP. 315 13

Governmental Organisationto resubmit, within suchtimeasmay be prescribed,
anew application complying with therequirementsof thisAct. If theNon-
Governmental Organisation complieswiththe Registrar’ sdirection withinthe
prescribed time, heshall register the Non-Governmenta Organisation.

(4) Any Non-Governmenta Organisation, or amember or officer thereof
aggrieved by the Regigtrar’ srefusal toregister aNon-Governmenta Organisation
under subsection (2) above may appeal to the Supreme Court and thedecision
of the Supreme Court thereon shall befindl.

9.-(1) The Government shall designateaMinistry to coordinatetheactivities  Effect of
of, and the rel ationship between, Non-Governmental Organisationsandthe  registration.
Government with aview to establishing proceduresfor consultation and other

related mattersaffecting sustainable human development in Belize:

Provided that until such time asthe Governor-General assignsthe subject
of “Non-Governmenta Organisations’ to aspecific Ministry pursuant to section
41 of the Belize Condtitution, the Ministry responsiblefor Human Development  CAR.4.
shdl performthefunctionsprovided in subsection (1) above.

(2) Thedutiesof the Ministry designated under subsection (1) above
ghdl includethefollowing:-

(@  maintaining adirectory of the addresses, telephone numbers,
and contact personsof every Non-Governmenta Organisation
registered under thisAct;

(b)  providing assistanceto organisationsdesirousof being
registered asNon-Governmenta Organisationsunder thisAct,
and producing guidelinesexplaningto such organisations, ina
languagewhich themembersthereof understand, thecriteria
for and effectsof, registration,;

(©  providingtechnica and other assstance, if fundsdlow or where
possible, upon request or fromtimeto timeasoccasion
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14 CAP.315] Non-Gover nmental Organisations

demands, for theingtitutional strengthening of Non-
Governmentd Organisations,

(d) identifying, inappropriate cases, suitably quaified and
experienced Non-Governmenta Organisations toformulate,
evaluate, implement or manage relevant projectsfunded by
the Government or by local or foreign funding agencies.

Publication of 10. In the month of Junein each year, the Registrar shall causeto be
namesin the publisned in the Gazette a list of all the names of Non-Governmental
Gazette. Organisations registered under this Act, alist of all Non-Governmental

Organisationswhich wereregistered the preceding year but not currently
registered, and alist of all organisationswhich applied for registration but
whose applicationswererefused.

PART Il
Appointment of Saff, etc.

Appointment of 11.-(1) Unless provided otherwise in its Articles and Memorandum of

staff. Association or initsBy-Laws, the Board of Directorsof aNon-Governmental
Organisation may appoint and empl oy, at such remuneration and subject to
such termsand conditionsasit thinksfit, asuitably qualified, fit and proper
person to bethe executive officer of the Non-Governmental Organisation.

(2) Unless otherwise provided in its Memorandum and Articles of
Association or inits By-Laws, the person appointed under subsection (1)
above may, with the approval of the Board of Directors, appoint and employ,
at such remuneration and subject to such conditions asthe Board thinksfit,
such other officers, employees and agents as he considers necessary for the
proper performance of the Non-Governmental Organisation’saims, objects
and purposes.

(3) Theperson appointed asexecutive officer of theNon-Governmental
Organisation pursuant to subsection (1) above shall, subject to the general
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Non-Governmental Organisations [CAP. 315 15

policy directionsof the Board of Directors, be responsiblefor the day to day
management of the affairs of the Non-Governmental Organisation, including
the organi sation of staff in accordancewith thegenera termsand conditions of
service established by the Board of Directors.

PART IV
Administration

12.-(1) Each Non-Governmental Organisation registered under thisActshal,  Board of
subject toitsMemorandum and Articlesof AssociationanditsBy-Laws, have  Directors.
aBoard of Directorsor other committee or governing body and such Board of

Directors, committee or governing body shall bethe principal policy making

organ of the Non-Governmenta Organisation.

(2) Thecomposition of the Board of Directors, committee or governing
body referred to under subsection (1) above shall be as provided in the
Memorandum and Articles of Association of the Non-Governmental
Organisationor initsBy-Laws.

(3) The Memorandum and Articles of Association of the Non-
Governmental Organisation, or itsBy-L aws, shal specify:-

(@  themanner of dectingthe Chairman of theBoard of Directors,
committee or governing body of the Non-Governmental
Organisation;

(b)  theperiodfor whichthe Chairman shal be appointed;

(o  theperiod and placeat whichthe Board, committee or
governing body shall meet to transact the business of theNon-
Governmenta Organisation;

(d) thedisgudifications(if any) which aperson may haveinorder
to beindigibleto becomeaDirector;
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16 CAP.315] Non-Gover nmental Organisations

(¢ thedlowances(if any) which may bepaidtotheDirectors;

)] the personstowhom the Board, committeeor governing body
may delegateits powersin respect of theaffairsof theNon-
Governmental Organisation.

PART V
Financial Provisions

Exemptionfrom 13.-(1) Every Non-Governmenta Organisation registered under thisAct shall
Incometax, be exempt from the payment of incometax, but subject to the provisions of
businesstax, and  reqy| gt ons made under subsection (3) below, may apply to the Minister of
other duties. . :
Finance to be exempted from the payment of businesstax or any other tax,
duty or impost levied by the Government fromtimetotime.

CAP.55. (2) Subjecttosections17 and 109 (1) of the Income and Business Tax
Act, every personin Belize who makesadonation to aNon-Governmental
Organisation registered under thisAct shall beeligible, inthefinancial year
when the donation ismade, to have such donation treated astax-deductible
for incometax and businesstax purposes.

(3) TheMinister of Finance may, after consultation with the Minister,
make Regulationsto give effect to the provisions of thissection.

Commercid 14.-(1) Every Non-Governmenta Organisation registered under thisAct may
activities. engagein any commercial income-generating project provided that:-

(@  suchprojectisauthorised by itsArticlesand Memorandum
of Associationor itsBy-Laws;

(b)  themoniesderived therefrom are credited to itsaccount and
areused exclusively for thefurtherance of itsaims, objects
and purposes.
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Non-Governmental Organisations [CAP. 315 17

(2) Subject to subsection (3) below, where any Non-Governmental
Organisation registered under this Act isinvolved in the management and
disbursement of monieson credit for projectsto individual s or community-
based groups, such monies, and any interest derived therefrom, shall not be
liableto thetaxes, dutiesand impostsreferred toin section 13 (1) above.

(3) Subsection (2) above shall only be applicable where the monies
disbursed by the Non-Governmental Organisation and any interest derived
therefrom are approved by the Ministry of Finance to be exempt from the
taxes, dutiesand impostsreferred toin section 13 (1) above.

15.-(1) Every Non-Governmental Organisation registered under thisActshall ~ Accounts and
keep accountsand other recordsinrelationtoitsbusinessand shall, subjectto ~ FePorts.
subsection (2) bel ow, prepare annually astatement of accountsinaformwhich

conformsto the best commercial and accounting standards.

(2) Theaccountsof every Non-Governmenta Organisation registered
under thisAct shdl beaudited annually by an auditor appointedin each year by
itsBoard of Directors, committee or governing body.

(3) Theprovisionsof this section shall be subject to section 6(2) (h)
above.

16.-(1) Withinfour monthsafter theend of each financial year, every Non-  Annual report.
Governmental Organisation registered under thisAct shall causeto bemade
and submitted to the Registrar:-

(@  agatement of itsaccountsaudited in accordance with section
15(2) above;

(b)  acertified copy of itsfinancial statements;

(o  areportdedinggenerdly withthe programmeof activities
and policiesof the Non-Governmental Organisation during
that financid year.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



18 CAP.315] Non-Gover nmental Organisations

(2) Thedocuments submitted to the Registrar pursuant to this section
shdl beopentoinspection by any person upon payment of the prescribed fee.

(3) TheRegistrar shall publishinthe Gazette, andin at | east onelocal
newspaper in circulation throughout Belize, inthe month of September ineach
year, acopy of thefinancia statementsand other documents submitted to him
by each Non-Governmental Organi sation pursuant to subsection (1) above.

Fiscal and 17.-(1) Every Non-Governmenta Organisation registered under thisAct shall
fdm' nistrative implement internal accounting and adminitrative proceduresnecessary toensure
ransparency.

thetransparent and proper use of itsfinancial and other resources.

(2) Every Non-Governmental Organisation registered under thisAct
shdll, inaddition to complying with the requirements of subsection (1) above,
aso comply withthefollowing:-

(@ submit to the designated Ministry of Government, the
documentsit submitsto the Registrar pursuant to sections
6 (2)and 16 above, at the sametimeit submitsthose
documentstothe Registrar;

(b) utiliseitsfinancia and other resourcesfor the attainment of
itsaims, objectsand purposes,

(© take stepstotrainitsofficersand empl oyees so that they
becomeefficient and professional indeliveringthe
programme of activitiesof the Non-Governmental
Organisation.

Penalties. 18.-(1) Every Non-Governmenta Organisationregistered under thisActwhich
failsto comply with the provisonsof thisPart shal:-

(@ haveitsCertificateof Regigtration cancelled by theRegidrar;

(b) losedll thetax exemption privilegesgranted to Non-
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Non-Governmental Organisations [CAP. 315 19

Governmenta Organisationsunder thisPart:

Provided that before making adecision whether to cancel
the Certificate of Registration of a Non-Governmental
Organisation under paragraph (a) above, the Registrar shall
first make an independent investigation, either on hisown
motion or at the request of the designated Ministry of
Government, and shall allow the Non-Governmental
Organisation to present itscase.

(2) Any Non-Governmental Organisation aggrieved by the Registrar’s
decisionto cancel its Certificate of Registration may appeal to the Supreme
Court whose decision thereon shall befinal.

PART VI
Networ ks and Associations

19.-(1) Any international, regional or intergovernmental organisationoperating  International
in BelizeasaNon-Governmental Organisation whose programmeof activities  Non-
fallswithin the definition of “ sustainable development” shall beand ishereby goveff‘m‘?ma‘
required to beregistered under thisAct. rganisations.

(2) TheMinister may exempt any inter-governmenta organisation referred
toin subsection (1) abovefrom registering under thisAct.

(3) Anyinternationd organisationwhichintendsto operatein Belizeasa
Non-Governmental Organisation shall not beentitled to any relief from taxes
and duties as provided under thisAct, unlessit isregistered hereunder, or
unlessit operatesin Belizeonly withaNon-Governmenta Organisationregistered
under thisAct.

20.-(1) Every Non-Governmental Organisationregistered under thisAct may, ~ Associations
subject to section 13 of the Belize Contitution, associatewith any other Non- aC”AdF')\‘fworkS-
Governmenta Organisation, withinor outside Belize, for the purposeof forming o
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20 CAP.315] Non-Gover nmental Organisations

Associations, Federationsor Networks.

(2) Every Association, Federation or Network established pursuant to
subsection (1) above shall beandishereby required to be registered under
thisAct and uponregigtration, the provisionsof thisAct shal apply toit asif it
wereaNon-Governmenta Organisation.

PART VII
Miscellaneous

Regulations. 21. TheMinister may make Regulationsto giveeffect to the provisonsof this
Act.

Commencement. 22. ThisAct shal comeinto force on aday to be appointed by the Minister by
Order published in the Gazette.
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