This document has been provided by the
International Center for Not-for-Profit Law (ICNL).

ICNL is the leading source for information on the legal environment for civil society and public
participation. Since 1992, ICNL has served as a resource to civil society leaders, government
officials, and the donor community in over 90 countries.

Visit ICNL’s Online Library at
http:/ /www.icnl.org/knowledge/library/index.php
for further resources and research from countries all over the world.

Disclaimers

Content. The information provided herein is for general informational and educational purposes only. It is not intended and should not be
construed to constitute legal advice. The information contained herein may not be applicable in all situations and may not, after the date of
its presentation, even reflect the most current authority. Nothing contained herein should be relied or acted upon without the benefit of legal
advice based upon the particular facts and circumstances presented, and nothing herein should be construed otherwise.

Translations. Translations by ICNL of any materials into other languages are intended solely as a convenience. Translation accuracy is not
guaranteed nor implied. If any questions arise related to the accuracy of a translation, please refer to the original language official version of
the document. Any discrepancies or differences created in the translation are not binding and have no legal effect for compliance or
enforcement purposes.

Warranty and Limitation of Liability. Although ICNL uses reasonable efforts to include accurate and up-to-date information herein, ICNL
makes no warranties or representations of any kind as to its accuracy, currency or completeness. You agree that access to and use of this
document and the content thereof is at your own risk. ICNL disclaims all warranties of any kind, express or implied. Neither ICNL nor any
party involved in creating, producing or delivering this document shall be liable for any damages whatsoever arising out of access to, use of
or inability to use this document, or any errors or omissions in the content thereof.


http://www.icnl.org/knowledge/library/index.php

Her o35 VIS CHEGIN B DRYSDRLE 4+ =263 ov4 1ool Prde b =

-

THE CONSTITUTION QF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA

1 HIéTORlCAL FOUNDATIONS

The millennial national identity of the
Croatiap nation and the continuity of its statehood,
confirmed by the course of its entire historical
experience in various stital forms and by the
perpergation and growth of the idea of onc’s awn
state, based on the Croatian nation’s historical
righr to full sovereignty, manifested itself:

- in the formation of Croatiaa principal-
ities in the szventh cenwry;

- in the independent mediacval state of
Croatia founded in the ninth century;

- in the Kingdom of Croats established in
the tenth century;

- in the preservation of the subjectivity of
the Croatian stete in the Croatian-Huagarian
personal union;

- in the autonomous and soversign deci-
sion of the Croatian Sabor of 1527 to elect a king
fram the Habsburg dynasty;

- in the autonomous and sovereign decis

sion of the Croatian Sabor to sign the Pragmatic

Sanction of 1712;

- in the conclusions of the Croatian Sabor
of 1848 regarding the restoration of the integrity
of the Triune Kingdom of Croatia under the
power of the Ban, on the basis of the historical
statal and nawczal right of the Croatian nation;

- in the Croato-Hungarian Compromise of
1863 reguiating the relations berwesn the Kicg-
dom of Dalmaria, Croatia and Slavonia and the
Kingdom of Hungary, on the basis of the legal
traditions of both states and the Pragmatic Sane-
tion of 1712;.

- in the decision of the Croatian Sabor of
October 29, 1918, 1o dissolve state relations
between Croatia and Austro-Huagary and the
simultageous affiliation of independent Croatia,
invoking its historical and natural right as z
nation, with the State of Slovenes, Croas and
Serbs, proclaimed on the theretofore terzitory of
the Habsburg Moaarchy;

- in the fact that the Croatian Sabor never
sanctioned the decision of the National Council of
the S:ate of Slovenes, Croats and Serbs to units
with Serbia and Montenegro in the Kiagdom of
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes (Decamber 1, 1918),
subsequendy (October 3, 1929) proclaimed the
Kingdom of Yugosiavia;

- in the establishment of the Banovina of
Croatia in 1939 by which Croatizn stare idectity
was restored in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia;

- in laying the foundarions of state
savercignty during the Second World War,
throughk decisions 9f the Antfascists Coungsil of
the Mational Liberation of Croatia (1943), as
counter o the proclamation of the [adepeadent

State of Creavia (1941), and subsequently in the
Constitution of the Peoples’s Republic of Croatia
(1947), and several fater constitutions of the
Socialist Republic of Croatiz (1963-1990).

At he historic turn-point marked by the
rejaction of the communist system and changes in
the int¢rnational order in gsrope, the Croatian
nation reaffirmed at the first democratic elections
(1990} by its freely expressed will its millennial
statehood and resolution to establish the republic
of Croatia as a sovergign state.

Proceading from the above-prescated
historical facts, and from the generally accepted
principles in the modera world and the inalienabii-
ity and indivisibility, nontransferability and
nonconsumability of thé right of the Croatian
nation o self~determination and state sovereigoty,
including the inviolable right to secession and
association, as the basic preconditions for peace
and stability of the international order, the Repub-
lic of Croatia is hereby established as the national
state of Croatian nation and 2 state of members of
other nations and minorities who are citizens:
Serbs, Masiems, Slovenes, Czechs, Slovaks,
Italians, Hungacians, Jews and others, who are
guarantead equality with citizens of Croatian
nationiality and the realization of ethnic rights in
accardance with the democratic norms of the
United Nations Organization and the free world
countries.

Respacting the wil] of the Croatian nation
and all citizens, resolutely expressed at free
elections, the Republic of Croatia is hereby
formed and shall develop as a sovereign and
democratic star¢ in which the equality and free-
doms and rights of man and citizen shall be
guaranteed and ensured, and their economic and
cultural progress and social welfare promoted,

i BASIC PROVISIONS
Article ]

The Republic of Croatia is a unitary and
indivisible democratic and social state.

Power of the Republic of Croatia derives
from the people and belongs to the people a5 2
community of free and equal citizens.

The people shall exercise this power
through the etection of representatives and through
direct decision~-making,

Acrticla 2

The sovereignty of the Republic of Croatia
is inalienable, indivisible and untransferzble.
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The sovereignty of the Republic of Croatia
encampasses its jand area, rivers, lakes, canals,
internal maritime waters, territorial sea, and the
air space above these,

The Republic of Croatia shail exercise, in
accordance with international law, soveteign
rights and jurisdiction in the maritime areas and
the seabsd and subsoil thereof of the Adriatic Sea
ouwide the state territary up 10 the borders with
its neighbours,

The Croatian Sabor and people shall
dirscdy, independently and in accordance with the
Corstirution and law, decide:

- on the regulation of economic, legal and
political relations in the Republic of Croaua;

- an the presecvation of natural and cul-
tural weaith and its utilization;

- on association in alliances with other
states.

The Republic of Croatia may conclude
alliances with other states, retaining the sovereign
right to decide by iwself on the powers to he
transterred and the right freely to withdraw from
ther.

Article 3

Freedom, equal rights, national equality,
love of peace social justice, respect for human
rights, inviolability of ownership, conservation of
naturs and the human enviromment, the cule of
taw and a democratic multiparty system are the
highest values of the constimcional order of the
Republic ¢f Croaria.

Article 4 .

In the Republic of Croatia government
shalt be organized on the principle of the separ-
atfon of powers into the legistative, executive and
judicial branches.

Atticle 5

In the Republic of Croatia laws shali
conform with the Constitution, other rules and
regulazions shall conforin with the Constittion
and law.

Everyore shall abide by the Constintion
and law an respect the legal arder of the Repuablic.

Article 6
Formation of political parties shali be

Political parties shall be formed according
to the tervitorial principle.

The work of any political parry which by
its programme or activity violently endaagers ths
democraue constitutional order, independence,
unity or territorial integrity of the Republic of
Croatia shall bs prohibited.
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Articie 7

The armed forces of the Republic of
Croatia shall protect its sovereignty and indepen-
dence and shall defend its territorial integrity.,

The defence system of the Republic of
Croatia shail be regulated bay law,

! Article 8

The frontiers of the Republic of Croatia
Smaag; only be altered by 2 decision of the Croatian
r.

Article 9

Croatian citizenship, its acquisition and
termination shall be regulated by law,

No citizen of the Republic of Croatia shafl
be exiled from the Republic nor be deprived of
citizénship, and may not be extradited to another
state,

Article 10

Thke Republic of Croatia shal! protect the
rights and interests of its citizens living or staying
abroad, and shall promote their links with the
homeland,

Parts of the Crogtian nation in other states
shail be guaranteed special concern and protection
by the Republic of Croatia,

Article |1

The coatof-arms of the Republic of
Croatia is the historical Croatian coat-of-arms
whose base cornsists of 25 alternating red and
white (argent) fields.

- The flag of the Republic of Croatia con-
sists of thres colours: red, white and blue, with
the historical Croatian coat-of-arms in the centre.

The anthem of the Republic of Croatia is
"Lijepa nalz domovino™.

The description of the historical Croatian
coat-of-arms and flag, the text of the anthem, and
the uss of these and other state symbols shall be
regulated by law.

Article 12

The Croatian Janguage and the Latin script
shall be in official use in the Republic of Croatia.

In individual local units another language
and the Cyrillic or some other sceipt may, along
with the Croatian language and the Latin script,
be introduced intp official use vnder conditions
specified by law.
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Article i3

The capital of the Republic of Croatia is
Zagreb.

The city of Zagreb shall be a separte
territocial and administrative unit whose organiz-
ation shall be regulated by law.

I FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS AND
RIGHTS OF MAN AND CITIZEN
1. Common Pmﬁsions

Aricle 14

Citizens of the Republic of Croatia shall
enjoy all rights and fresdoms, regardless of race,
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other
opinion, national or social origin, property, birth,
education, social status or other proparties.

Al shall be equal before the law.

Article 15

~ Members of all nations and minorities

shall have equal rights in the Republic of Croatia.

Members of all nations and minorities

shall be guaranteed freedom to express their

nationality, freedom 10 use their language and
script, and cultural autonomy.

Article 16

Freedoms and rights may only be
restricted by law to protect the freedoms and
rights of other people and the public order, moral-
ity and health.

Article 17

During a state of war or an immediate
danger to the independence and unity of the
Republic, or in the event of some natural disaster,
individual freedoms and rights guaranteed by the
Constitution may be restricted. This shall be
decided by the Croatiap Sabor by a two-thirds
majority of all represeatarives or, if Croatian
Sabor is unable t0 meat, by the Presideat of the
Republic.

The exteat of such restrictions shall be
adequate to the nature of the danger, and may not
result in the inequality of citizens in respect of
race, colour, sex, language, religion, national or
social origin.

Not even in the case of immediate danger
to the existence of the state may restrictions be
imposed on the applicarions af the provisions of
this Constitution concarning the right to life,
pronibition of torture, cruel or degrading treat-
ment or punishiment, and on the legal definitions
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of penal offences and punishments, and oa free-
dom of thought, conscience and religion.

Article 18

The right to appeal against individual legal
acts made in first-instance proceedings before
courts or other authorized bodies shall be
guaranteed.

The right to appeal may exceptionaily be
denied in cases specified by law if other legal
protestion is ensured,

Article 19

Individual acts of state administration and
bodies vested with public powers shall be based
on law.

Judicial seview of the legalily of individ-
ual acts of administrative authorities and bodies
vestedvith public powers shall be guaranteed.

Articie 20

Anyone violating the provisions of this
Constitution concecning the basic freedoms and
rights of man and the citizen shall be held per-
sonaily responsible and may not excuipate bimself
by invoking a higher order.

2 Personal and Politieal Freedoms and
Rights
Article 21
Every human being shall have the right to
life,

In the Republic of Croatia there shall be

- no capital punishment,

Article 22

Man's freedom and personality shall be

inviolatle.

No one shall be deprived of liberty, nor
may his liberty be restricted, except when so
specified by law, which shall be decided by a

court.

Article 23

No one shall be subjected to any form of
maltreatment or, without his conseat, to medical

or scientific experiments.
Forced and obligatory labour shall be

forbiddea.

Articla 24

No one shall be arrested or detained
without 3 written court order base on law. Such
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an order shall be read and served on the arrested
person at the moment of arrest.

The police may without a ¢ourt order
arrest 2 person reasonably suspected of having
committed a serious eriminal offence defined by
law, and shall immediately hand him over to the
court.

The arrested person shail be immediately
informed in a way understandable to him of the
reasons for arvest and of his rights determined by
law.

Any person arrested or detained shall have
the right to appeal to the court, which shall
without delay decide on the legality of the acrest.

Article 25

Any arrested and condemned persons shall
be tceated humanely and their dignity shall be
respected.

Anyone who is detained and accused of a
penal offence shall have the right within the
shortest term specified by law to be brought
befere the court, and within the stawsrory term to
be acquitted or condemned.

. A detainee may be released on [egal hail
1o defend himself,

Any person who has been illegally
deprived of liberty or condemned shall, in con-
formity with law, be entitled to damages and a

public apology.
Article 26

All citizens and aliens shall be equal
before courts, government bodies and other bodies
vested with public powers.

Article 27

The Bar as an autonomous and independ-
ent service shail provide citizens with fegal aid, in
conformity with law.

Article 28

Everyone shall be presumed innocent and
may ot be considered guilty of 2 penal offance
unti) his guilt has been proved by a final court
judgement.

Article 29

Anyone suspected or acsused of a penal
offznce shall have the
right &

- to a fair trial before a competent court
specified by law: !

- within the shortest possible teem to be
informed of the reasons for the charges preferred
against him and of tha evidence ineriminating
him;

CArCIN 2 DRYSDALE =+ 283 874 1591

MO, 17Y PGS

- to a defence counsel and free communi-
cation with him, and to be informed of his right;

- (o be tried in his presence if he is acces-
sible to the court, and to defend himself by him-
self or with the assistanes of the defence counsel
chosen by him.

A charged and accused person shall not be
for_}:ed 10 testify against himself or 1o admit his
guiie.

Evidence illegally obtained shall not be
admitted in court proceedings.

Articta 310

A penal judgement for a serious and
exceptionally dishonourable penal offeace may, in
conformity with law, have a5 consequence lnss of
acquired rights or a ban on acquiring, for a
specific time, certain rights o the conduct of
specific affairs, if this is required for the protec-
tion of the legal order.

Article 31
No one shall be punished for an act which

befare its commission was not defined by law or

international law as a purishable offence, nor may
he be sentenced to a punishment which was not
defined by law, If after the commission of an act
2 less severe punishment is determined by law,
such punishment shall be imposed.

No one may again be tried for an act for
which he was already sentenced and for which 2
final court judgement was passed.

No criminal proceedings shali be repeated
against 2 person acquitted by a final court judge-
ment.

Articte 32

Anyone who legally finds himself on the
territory of the Republic shall have the right freeiy
to move and choose a residence.

Every citizen of the Republic shall have
the right at any time to feave the state temitory
and permanestly or temporarily to semde abroad,
and at any time to return home.

The right of movement within the Repub-
tic and the right 1o entcr or leave it may excep-
tionally be restrictad by law, if this is necessary to
protect the legal order, or the health, rights and
treedoms of others,

Article 33

Foreign citizens and stateless persoas may
obtain asylum in Croatia, uniess they ars perse-
cuted for nonpolitical crimes and activities con-
trary to the basic principles of interpational law.

No alien who legatly finds himself on the
territory of the Republic shall ba banished or
extradited to another scate, uniess 2 decision made
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in accordance with a ireaty or law is w0 be
enforced.

Articie 34

Homes shall be inviolable.

Only a court may by a warrant based on
law and a statement of reasons order the search of
a home or other premises.

The tenant concerned shall have the right,
personaily ar through his representatives and two
obligatory witnesses, to be present at the search of
his home or other premises.

Subject to conditions spelled out by law,
police authorities may evea without a court war-
rant or consent from the tenant enter his home or
premises and carry out a search in the absence of
wimesses, if this i$ indispensable to enforce an
arrest warrant or to apprehend the offendec, or to
prevent serfous danger to life or major property.

A search aimed at finding or securing
evidence, which there is reasonable probability to
believe is to be found in the home of the perpatra-
tor of a panal offence, may oanly be carriad out in
the presence of witnesses,

Article 35

All citizens shall be guaranteed respect for
and ilegal protection of personal and family life,
dignity, reputation and honour.

Agticle 36

Freedom and secrecy of correspondence
and ali other forms of communication shall be
guaranreed znd inviolable,

Restrictions necessary for the protection of
the Republie’s security and the conduct of crimi-
nal proceedings may only be prescribed by law.

Article 37

Everyone shall be guaranteed the safety
and secrecy of personal data. Without consent
from the person concerned, personal da@ may be
collected, processed and used only under condi-
tions specified by law,

Protection of data and supervision of the
work of information systems in the Republic shall
be reguiated by law,

The use of personal data contrary to the
purpose of their collection shall be prohibited.,

Article 38

Fraedom of thought and expression of

theught shall be guaranteed. ' .
Freedom oF expression shall spesifically

include freedom of the press and other media of
commueication, freedom of speech and public

!
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expression, and free establishment of ail institu-
tions of public communication,

Censorship shall be forbidden. Journalists
shall have the cight to freedom of reporting and
aceess 10 information.

The right to correction shall be guaranteed
to anyone whose constitutionally determined rights
have been violated by public communicatioa.

' Atticle 39

Any call for or incitement to war, or
resort to violence, national, racial or religious
hawed, or any form of intolerance shall be pro-
hibited and punishable.

Article 40

Freedom of conscience and religion and
fres public profession of religion and other ¢on-
victions: shail be guaranteed.

Article 4]

All religious communities shall be equal
before the law and shall be sepatate from the
state.

Religious communities shall be free, in
conformity with law, publicly to perform religious
services, open schools, teaching establishmeats
and other institutions, social and charitable institu-
tions and t0 manage them, and shall in their
activity enjoy the protection and assistance of the
state.

Article 42

g | cisrizens-shall be gearanteed the right
o @c‘e’ ! assembly apd public protest.

- S ————— .
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Citizens shall be guaranteed the right to
free association for the purposes of protection of
their intevests or promotion of social, economic,
political, national, cultural and other convictions
and objectives. For this purpose, citizens may
freely form political parties, trade unions and
other associations, join them or leave them.

The right to fres association shall be
restricted by the prohibition of any violent threat
to the democratic constitutional order 3nd the |
independence, unity and territorial integrity of the

. Republic. S

[

Every citizen of the Republic shall have
the right, under equal corditions, to take part in
the canduct of puhlic affairs, and have access to
public service. .
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Article 45

All citizens of the Republic who have
reached the age of cighteen yecars shall have
universal and equal suffrage. This right shall be
exercised at direct sleczions by secret baltort.

[n election for the Croatian Sabor and the
President of the Republic, the Republic shall
ensure suffrage to all citizens who at the time of
the elections find themselves outside its borders,
so that they may vote in the states in which they
lﬁud temselves or in any other way specified by
aw.

Article 46

Al citizens shall have the cight 1o submit
petitions and complaints, to make proposals 10
goverrmment and other public bodies and 1o receive
answers thereto,

Article 47

Military service and the defence of the
Republic shall be the duty of all citizens able to
perform it.

. Conscienrticus objection shall be allowed
to all those who for religious or moral beliefs are
not willing to participate in the performance of
railitary duties in the armed forees, Such persons
;ha:l be obliged to perform other duties specified

y taw.

3. Economic, Social and Cuitural Rights
Article 48

The right of ownership shall e
guaranteed,

Qwnership implies obligations. Holders of
the right of ownership and its users shall contrib-
ute ¢o the general good.

A foreign person may acquire the right of
ownership uader conditions spefled out by law.

The right of inheritance shall be
guaranteed.

Article 49

Entrepreneurial and market freedom shall
Fc the basis of the economic system of the Repub-

ic.

The state shall ensure all entrepreneurs an
equal legal status on the market. Moropolics shall
be forbidden.

The Republic shall stimulate economic
progress and social welfare and shall care for the
economic development of all cegions.

‘The rights acquired thtough the invest-
ment of capital shall not ba lzssened by law, nor
by any other Jegal act,
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Foreign investors shall be guaranteed ;‘rec
transfer and repatriation of profit and the capizal
invested.

Article 50

Ownership may in the Interests of the
Republic be restricted by law, or property taken
over dgainst indemnity equal to its market value.

Entrepreneurial freedom and property
rights may exceptionally be restricted by law for
the purposes of protecting the interests and secur-
ity of the Republic, nature, the human environ-
ment and human health,

Article 51

Everyone shall participare in the defray-
ment of public expenses, in accordance with their
economic possibilities.

+ “2 The tax system shall be based on the
principles of equality and squity.

Article 52

The sea, seashore and islands, waters, air
space, mineral weaith 2nd other natural resources,
as well as land, forests, fauna and flora, other
pares of nature, real estate and things of special
cultural, historic, economic or ecological signifi-
cance which are specified by law to be of interest
to the Republie, shall enjoy its special protection.

The way in which goods of interest to the
Republic may be used and exploited by holders of
rights to them and by owners, and compensation
for the restrictions imposed on them, shall be
tegulated by iaw.

Article 53

- The Naticnal Bask of Croatia shall be the

central bank of the Republic of Croatia.
The Nationai Bank of Croatia shal, within

the framewaork of its rights and duties, be respon-

-sible for the stability of tha currency and for

geaeral payment liquidity at home and abroad.
The National Bank of Croatia shall be
independent in its work and shall be responsible to
the Croatian Sabor. Profits made through the
operations of the National Bank of Croatia shall
accrus to the state budges.
The status of the National Bank of Croatia

shall be regulated by law,
Asticle 54

Everyone shall have the right to work and

to freedom of work,

Everyone shall be frez to choose his
vocation and occupation, and all work places and
duties shall bs accessible 1o everyone under the

same conditions,



Acticle 85

Every employed person shall have the
right to remuneration, ensuring for himself and
his family a free and decent life.

Maximum working hours shall be regu-
lated by law.

Every employed person shall have the
right to a weekly rest and annual holidays with
pay, and may not renounce these rights.

Employed persons may, i -conformity
with law, participate in decision-making in the
firras in which they work.

Article 56

The right of those employed and of mef-
bers of their families t0 social security and social
insurance shall be regulated by faw and collective
agrseraents,

Rights in conpection with childbirth,
maternity and child care shall be regulated by law.

Article 57

The Republic shalt ensure to weak, help.
less and other unprovided-for citizens due w0
unemployment ot incapacity to work the right to
assistance 1o mees their basic needs.

The Republic shall ensure special care for
the pratection of disabled persons and their inciu~
sion ia social life.

Receiving humanitarian help from abroad
may not be forbidden.

Article 58

Every citizen shall be guaranteed the right
to health care.

Article 59

In order to protect their economic and
social interests, all employees and employers shall
have the right to form trade unions and freely to
join an Jeave them.

Trade unions may form their federations
and 3ssociate in international trade union organiz-
ations.

Formation of trade unions in the armed
forces and the police may be restricted by law.

Article 80

Tha right to strike shatl be guaranteed,

The right to strike may be cestricted in the
armed forces, the police, government administra-
tion and the public sexrvices spacified by faw.
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Article 61

The family shall enjoy special protection
of the Republic.

Marriage and legal relations in marriage,
common-law marriage and families shall be regu-
lated by law.

Article 62

The Republic shall protect matermity,
children and young people, and shali cceate social,
cultural, educational, material and other conditions
conductive to the realization of the right to 2
decent life.

Article 63

Parents shall have the duty to bring up,
support and school their children, and shall have
the right and freedom independently to decide on
the upbTinging of childcen,

Parents shall be responsible for ensuring
the right of their children to the full and harmoni-
ous development of their pecsonalities.

- Physically and menully handicapped and
socially neglected childrea shall have the right to -
special care, sducation and welface,

Children shall be bound to take care of
old and helpless pareats.

The Republic shall take special care of
parentless minors or parentaily neglected children.

Article 64

Everyone shall have the duty to protect
children 2nd helpless persons.

Children may not be empioyed before
reaching the legally determined age, nor may they
be foresd or allowed to do work which is harrmful
10 their health or morality,

Young people, mothers and disabled
persons shall be entitled to special protection at
work.

Article 65

Primary schooling shall be compulsory
and free.

Everyone shall have access, under the
same conditions, ta secondary and higher educa-
tion in accordance with his abilities.

Article 65
Under conditions specified by law, citi-

zeos may open private schools and teaching
estzhlishmenes.
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Article 67

The autonomy of universities shall be
guaranteed.

Universities shall independently decide on
their organization and work in conformity with
law.

Article 68

Fresdom of scieatific, cultural and artistic
creativity shall be guaranteed. '

The Republic shali stimuiate and assist the
development of science, culture an the arns,

The Republic shall proteet scientifie,
cultural and artistic goods as spirirual national
values.

Protection of moral and material rights
deriving from scientifie, cultural, artistic, intelles-
tual and other creative endeavour shall be
puarantced.

The Republic shall promota physical
culture and sport,

Article 69

Everyone shail have the right to a healthy
life.

The Republic shall ensure citizens the
right to a healthy environment.

Citizens, government, public and ecan-
omic bodies and associations shall be bound,
within their powers and activities, to pay special
atzention to the protection of human health, nature
and the human environment.

Iv. ORGANIZATION OF GOVERNMENT
1. The Croatian Sabor
Article 70

The Croatian Sabor is 2 body of the
elected representatives of the people an is vested
with the legislative power in the Republic of
Croatia.

The Croatian Sabor shall consist of a
Chamber of Representatives and a Chamber of

upanije,

Article 71

The Chamber of Representatives shafl
have no [ess than 100 and no more than 160
representatives, elected on the basis of direcy
universal and squal suffrage hy secret ballot.

Citizens in every Zfupanija shall on the
basis of universal suffrage directly and by secret
ballot siect 3 representatives to the Chamber of
Zupanije.

The President of the Republic shall upon
the expiry of his term become a lifelong membes
of the Chamber of Zupanije, uniess he explicitly
renounces this duty.

The President of the Republic may aomi-
hate up to S representatives to the Chamber of

panije from among citizeas especially deserving
for the Republic.

Article 72

Representatives in the Chambers of the
Croatian Sabor shall be elected for 2 term of four
years,

No on¢ shall at the same time be 2 repre-
sentative in the Chamber of Representatives and
the Chamber of Zupanije.

The aumber of and coanditions and pro-
cedure for the election of representatives to the
Chambers of the Croatian Sabor shall be regulated
by laws :

Arntcle 73

. Elections for representatives in the Cham-
bers of the Croatian Sabor shall be held no later
tan 60 days after the expiry of the mandate or the
dissolution of the Chambers of the Croatian
Sabor.

The first session of the Chambers of
Croatian Sabor shall be held not Jater than 20 days
after the completion of the elections.

Article 74

Representatives in the Croatian Sabor shall
not have an imperative mandate.

Representatives in the Croatian Sabor shall
have 2 regular monetary remuneration and shail
have other rights specified by law.

Article 75

Representatives in the Croatian Sabor shall
£njoy immunity,

No representative shall be called to
account ¢riminally, detained or punished for an
opinion expressed or vote cast in the Sabor.

No representative shall be detained, nor
shall criminal proczedings be instituted against
him without approval thereof by the Chamber of
which he is 2 member.

A representative may be detained without
assent of his Chamber only if he has been caught
in the act of committing a criminal offence which
carries a penalty of imprisonment of more than
five years. In such 2 case, the president of the
Chamber coneerned shall be notified thereof,

If the Chamber is not in session, approval
for the detention of the representatlve, or for .thc.
continuation of criminal proceedings against him,
shall be given and his right to immunity decided
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by the credentials-and-immunity commission of
his Chamber, such a decision being subject to
subsequeat contirmation by the Chamber.

Atticle 76

The term of office of representatives in
Croatian Sabor may be extended by law only in
the event of war,

Article 77

The Chamber of Representatives and the
Chamber of Zupanije may be dissolved if 50
decided by the majority of all their representa-
tives.

The president of the Republic may, in
conformity with the Constitution, dissolve the
Chamber of Representatives.

Article 78

The Chambers of the Croatian Sabor shall
he in regular session twice a year: the first time
between January t5 and June 30, and the second
time besween September 15 and December 15,

“The Chambers of Croatian Sabor shall sit
in emergency session at the request of the Presi-
dent of the Republic, the Government or the
majority of representatives in the Chamber.

Article 79

The internal organization and mode of
work of Chamber of Represematives and the
Chamber of Zupanije shall be reguiated by their
respective rules of procedure.

The nrles of procedure shall be passed by
a majority vote of all representatives,

" The Chamber of Representatives and the
Chamber of Zupanije shall ezch have 4 chairman
and one or more vice-chairman.

The rights and duties of the chairmen and
vice~chairmaa shall be defined by the Chambers’
rules of pracedure.

The chaicman of the Chamber of Repre-
;g;;::tivw shall be the president of the Croatian

r.

Artiele 80

The Chamber of Representatives shall:

~ decide on the enactment and ameadment
of the Constitution;

- pass laws;

- adopt the state budget;

- decide on the war and peace;

-~ decide on alternations of the bouadaries
of the Republic;
~ ¢ail referenda;
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- carry out elections, appointments and
relief of office, in confarmity with the Consritu-
tion and law;

- supervise the work of the Government of
the Republic of Croatia and other holder of public
powers responsible to the Sabor, in conformity
with the Constitution and law,;

- grant amnesty for penal offences;

.+ condugt other affaics a8 specified by the
Constitution.

Article 31

The Chamber of Zupanije:

- shail propose to the Chamber of Repre-
seatatives bills and the cailing of refersnda;

- shall discuss and may give opinion on
questions falling within the competence of the
Chamber of Representatives;

- shall give to the Chamber of Representa-
tives prior opinion on the procedure for the
eractment of the Constitution and laws which
regulate national rights, elaborate constitutionally
determined freedoms and cights of man and the
citizen and the electoral systam, the organization,
responsibilities and operation of government
bodies, and the organization of lacal self-govern-
men: and administration;

- may, within a peried of {5 days from
the date of the passage of a law in the Chamber of
Representatives, with a substantiated opinion
rerurn the law for fresh consideration in the
Chamber of Representatives. In such a case, the
Chamber of Representatives shall decide on the
passage of such a Jaw by a majority vote of all
cepresentstives except when the Chamber of
Representatives passes faws by a two-thirds
majority;

. - shall conduct other affairs as specified
by the Constitution,

Article 82

Unless otherwise specified by the Consti-
tution, the Chamber of Representatives and the
Chamber of Zupanije shall make decisions by a
majority vote, provided that 2 majority of repre-
sentatives are present at the session.

Representatives shail vote personally.

Aciicle 83

Laws which reguiate national righ.ts shail
be passed by the Chamber of Representatives by
a two-thirds majority vote of all representatives.

Laws which elaborate the constitutionally
defined freedoms and the rights of man and the
citizan. tha elsctoral system, tha organization,
responsibliities and operation of government
bodies and the organization of local self-govern-
ment and administeation shail be passed by the
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chamber of Representatives by a majority vote of
all representatives.

Article B4

Sestions of the Croatian Sabor shall be
public.

Article 85

All representatives in the Chamber of
Representatives, working bodies of the Chamber
of Representatives, the Chamber of Zupanije and
the Goverement of the Republic of Croatia shall
have the right to propose laws.

Artdcle 86

Representatives in the Chambers of the
Croatian Sabor shall, in conformity with the rules
of procedure, have the right to put questions to
the Government of the Republic of Croatia and to
individuzl ministers.

Article 87

The Chamber of Representatives may call
2 refergndum on a proposal for the amendment of
the Constitution, on a bill or any other issue
falling within its compeence.

The President of the Republic may, at the
proposal of the Government and with the counter-
signature of the prime minister, call referendum
on a proposal for the amendment of the Constitu-
tion or any other issue which he considers w0 be
important for the independence, unity and exist-
ence of the Republic.

At such a referendum, a deeision shall be
made by the majority of the voters who voted,
provided that the majority of the total number of
electors have taken part in the referendum.

Decisions made at referenda shail be
binding.

A law shall be passed on referenda,

Article 88

The Chamber of Representatives may, for
a maximum perind of ane year, authorize the
Government of the Republic of Croatia 1o regulate
by decrees individual issues falling within iu
competence, except those relating to the efabor-
ation of constitutionally defined freadoms and
rights, national cights, the electoral system, the
organization, responsibilities and operations of
government bodies and local self-governmeat.

Degrees based on statutory authority shall
not have a retroactive effect.

Decrees passed on the bases of statutory
authority shall ceaze 1o be valid ‘after the expiry of
3 period of one year from the date when the

Chamber of Representatives received such author-
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* ity, unless otherwise decided by the Chamber of

Representatives,
Article 89

Laws shall be promuigated by the Presi-
dent of the Republic within eight days from the
date when they were, in conformity with the
Constitition, passed in the Chamber of Represen-
tatives.

Artiele 90

Before coming inta force, laws shall be
published in Narodne novine, the Repubiic's
official gazette.

A law shall come into force at the earitest
on the eight day after publication, uniess other-
wise specified by law for especially justified
reasons, Only individual provisions of a law may
have zetroactive effect.

Article 91

. State revenues and expenditures shall be
determined by the state budget.

A law whose application demands finan-
cial funds shall specify the sources of such funds.

Article 92

The Chambers of the Croatian Sabor may
form inquiry commissions regarding any issue of
public intecest.

The composition, responsibilities and
powers of inquiry commissions shall be in accord
with law.

Articie 93

An ocmbudsman, who shall be a commis-
sioner of the Croatian Sabor, shall protect the
constitutional and legal rights of citizens in pro-
cesdings before govermment administration and
bodies vested with public powers.

The ombudsman shall be elected by the
Chamber of Representatives for a term of eight

ears.
’ Conditions for the election and relief of
office and the mode of work of the ombudsman
and his deputies shall be regulated by law.

2. The President of the Republic of
Croatia

Article 94

The President of the Republic of Croatia
is the head of state.

The Presidant of tha Republic shall repre-
sent the Republic at home and zbroad, be respon-
sible for abiding by the Constitution, and ensure
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the continuance and unity of the Republic and the
reguiar functioning of government,

Acticle 95

The President of the Republic shall be
elected, on the basis of universal and equai suf-
frage at divect election by secret ballot, for 3 term
of five years.

No ons shal! be President of the Republic
more than wice, '

The President of the Republic shall be
elected by a majarity vote of ail electors who
vored. If none of the candidates has obtained such
:z majority, 2 new election shall be held after 14

ys.

The two candidates who at the first elee-
tion obtained the largest number of votes shall
have the right to staod at the new election. If one
of the candidates who obtained the largest number
of votes withdraws his candidature, the candidate
who is next in the number of votes obtained shall
acquire the right to be elected.

Elections for the President of the Republic
shali te held no less than 30 and no more than 60
days before the expiry of this term.

" Before assuming duty, the President of the’

Repubiic shall tzke a salemn oath swearing loyalty
ta the Constitution.

The election of the President of the Repu-
blic shall be regulated by law,

Article 96

The President of the Republic shall not,
except for party-related duties, perform any other
public or professioral duty.

Article 97

In the evant of the death of the President
of the Republic, his resignation, or his being
permanently prevented from performing his
duties, the accurrence of which shail be estab-
lished by the Constitutional Court of Croatia at
the proposzl of the Government of the Republic of
Croatia, the duty of the President of the Republic
shall be temporarily assumed by the president of
the Croatian Sabor,

The election of a new President of the
Republic shall be carried out within 60 days from
the date when the former president ceased to
perform his duties.

Acticle 98

The President of the Republic shall:

- call elections for the Chambers of the
Sabor and shall convens their first session;

- call referenda, in conformity with the
Constitution:

CREGIN B DEYSLRLE - WS ora 1aZL

-

- appoint and relieve of duty the prime
minister of the Republic of Croatia; :

- at the proposal of the prime minister of
the Republic of Croatia appoint and relieve of
duty its vice-premiers and members;

- grant pardons;

. confer decorations and other awards
specified by law;

,+ perform other duties specified by the
Constitution.

Article 99

The President of the Republic shall, at the
Governmeat's proposal, decide on the establish-
meat of diplomatic and other representative offices
of the Republic of Croatia abroad.

The President of the Republic shall
appoint and recal diplomatic representatives of
the.Republic of Croatia, receive leters of cre-
dence and letter of recal] from foreign diplomatic
representatives.

Articie 100

The President of the Republic i5 com-
mander-in-chief of the armed forces of the Repub-
lic of Croatia.

The President of the Republic shall
appoint metmbers of the National Defence Council
of the Republic of Croatia and preside over it, and
shall appoint and relieve of duty military comman-
ders, in conformity with law,

On ths basis of a decision by the Croatian
Sabor, the President of the Republic may proclaim
war and conclude peace.

Article 101

The President of the Republic shall pass
decrees with the force of law and take emergency
measures in the event of a state of war ar an
immediate danger to the independence and unity
or the Republic, or when government bodies are
prevented from regularty performing constitutional
duties, During the time the President of the
Republic is making use of such powers, the
Chamber of Represeatatives may not be dissolved.

The President of the Republic shail submit
decress with the force of law for approval to the
Chamber of Representatives as sooa as the Sabor
is in a position to meet.

Article 102

The President of the Republic may con-
vene 3 session of the Government of the Republic
of Croatia and place on its agenda items which he
deems should he considered.

The President of the Republic shall pre-
side over the session of the Government 3t which
he is present.
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Article 103

The President of the Republic may give to
the Croattan Sabor information of, and shall once
a year sybmit to it a report on, the state of the
Republic.

Agicle 104

The President of the Republic may, at the
proposal of the Government and with the counter-
signature of the prime minister, after having
consulted the chairman of the Chamber, dissolve
the Chamber of Representatives, if this Chamber
has passed 2 vote of no confidence in the Govem-
ment, or if it has not approved the state budget
within a month from the date when it was pro-
posed.

The President of the Republic may not
again dissolve the Chamber of Representatives
before the expiration of one year from the date of
its dissolution.

Article 105

The Presidert of the Republic shall be
impeachable for any violation of the Constitution
he has commined in the performance of his
duties.

Procesdings for the impeachment of the
President of the Republic may be instituted by the
Camber of Representatives by a two-thirds major-
ity vote of all representatives.

The impeachability of the President of the
Republic shall be decided upon by the Constitu-
tional Court of Croatia by 2 two-thirds majority
vate of all judges.

I§ the Constitutional Count of Croatia
sustains the impeachment, the duty of the Presi-
dent of the Republic shall cease by force of the
Constitution.

Article 106

fn the performance of his powers the
President of the Republic shall be assisted by a
Presidential Council and other advisory and auxili-
ary bodies whose members shall be appointed and
recalisd by the President of the Republic.

3. The Government of the Republic of
Croatia

Artlels 107

. The Governmeat of the Republic of
Croatia shall exercise executive powers in con-
formity with the Constitution and law,
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Article 108

_ The Goverament of the Republic of
Croatia shall consist of 2 prime minister, vice-
premicrs, ministers and ather members.

Article 109

“The organization, operation and decision-
making by the Government shall be regulated by
law and its rules of procedure.

The internal organization of ministries
shall be regulated by Government decrees, and
services for the conduct of its affairs shail be set
up by it.

Article 110

The Government shafl pass decrezs in
conformity with the Constitution and law, intra-
duce bYls, propose the state budget, and enforce
laws and other regulations enacted by the Croatian
Sabor.

Article 111

The Government shall be responsible to
the President of the Republic and the Chamber of
Reprasentatives of the Sabor of the Republic of
Croatia.

The prime minister, vice-premiers and
members of the Government shall be joindy
responsible for the decisions made by the Govern- |
ment, and shall be personally responsible for their
respective compesences.

Article 112

The prime minister shall, not later than {5
days trom his nomination, present the Govern-
ment 10 the Chamber of Representatives and ask
for a vote of confidence in the Government.

The nomination of the prime minister and
memhers of the government shall be desmed to
have been aceepted if confidence in it has been
expressed by a majority of all representatives in
the Chamber of Representatives.

Article 113

At the proposal of at least a tenth of the
representatives in the Chamber of Representatives,
a vote of confideace in the prime minister, indi.
vidual Government members or the Government
as 3 whole may be requested.

A vote of confidcace in the Government
may also be requested by the prime minister.

No vots of confidence may be taken
hefore the expiry of three days from the date of
service of the proposal to the Chamber of Repre-
sentatives.
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A no confidence decision shatl be accepted
if it has been voted for by the majority of the total
mitmber of represeatatives.

If the Chamber of Representatives rejects
the proposal for a vote of no confidence, the
representatives who made it may not again make
the same proposal befors the expiry of three
moni,

If a vote of no confidence in the prime
minister or the Governmeat as a whole is passed,
the prime rminister shall submir his resignation 10
the president of the Republic, who shall dissolve
the Government.

If 2 vote of no confidence in an individual
member of the Government is passed, the prime
minister may resign or may propose (o the Presi-
deat of the Republic o relieve of duty the mem-
ber of the Government agaiast whom the vote of
no confideace was passed,

Article 114

The organization of state administration
shall be regulated by faw.

Employess in state administration shall be
appointed on the basis of public competition,
unless otherwise specified by law.

4. Judicial Power
Article [ 15

Judicia! power shall be exercised by
courss.

Judicial power shall be autoromous and
independent.

Courts shall adeninister justice on the basis
of the Constitution and law.

Article 11.6

‘The Supreme Court of the Republic of
Croatia, s the highest court, shal} ensure uniform
application of laws and equality of citizens.

The establishment, jurisdiction, composi-
tion and organization of courts and coust procsed-
ings shall be regulated by law,

The formadon, competence and organiz-
ation of the office of public prosecutor shall be
reguiated by law.

Article 117

Court hearings shall be open and judge-
ments shall be passed publicly in the name of the
Republic of Croatia.

The public may be barred from a hearing

or part thereof if minors are beipg tried, or for
the purpases of proteczion of the private tives of

the parties, or in marital disputes and proceeding
in connection with guardianship and adoption, or
foc the pumnoses of protection of military, official

-

or business secrets, and for the protection of
security of the Republic's defence,

Article 118

Justice shall be administered by judges
and lay-assessors in conformity with law.

Article 119

Judges and lay-assessors who take part in
the administration of justice shalt not be calied to
account for an opinion given in the process of
judicial decision-making.

Judges shall, in conformity with law,
enjoy the same inumunity as répresentatives in the
Croatian Sabor,

Article 120,

Judicial office shall be permanent.

"A judge shall be relizved of his judicial
office:

- at his own request;

- if he has become permanently incapaci-
tated to perform his office;

- if he has been sentenced for a criminal
offence which makes him unworthy to hold
judicial office;

- if in conformity with law it is so decided
by the High Judiciary Council of the Republic
owing to the commission of an act of serious
infringement of discipline,

The judge concerned shall have the right
to submit 10 the Chamber of Zupanije of the
Croatian Sabor a request for protection against the
decision to relieve him of office.

A judge shall not be ransfecred against
his will, .
A judge shall not perform an office or
work defined by law as being incompatible with
his judicial office.

Article 121

Judges and public prosecutors shall, in
conformity with the Constitution and law, be
appointed and relieved of duty by, and questions
concerning  their  disciplinary responsibilities
decided upon by, the High Judiciary Council of
the Republic.

The High Judiciary Council of the Repub-
lic shall have a president and 14 members,

Thes presideat and members shall be
propased by the Chamber of Zupanije, and shall
be elected by the Chamber of Representatives for
a term of eight years from among notable judges,

public prosecutors, lawyers and university pro-
tessors of law, in conformity with law.
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V.  THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT OF
THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA

Article 122

The Constitutional Court of the Republic
of Croaria shall consist of 11 judges elected by the
Chamber of Representatives at the proposal of the
Chamber of Zupanije for a term of eight years
from among outstanding jurists, especially judges,
public prosccutors, lawyers and university pro-
fessors of law, :

The Constitutional Court of the Republic
of Croatia shall elect a president for a term of
four years.

Articie 123

Judges of the Constitutional Caurt of the
Republic of Croatia shall not perform any other
public or professional duties.,

Judges of the Constitutional Court of
Croatiz shail enjoy the same immunity as repre-
seatatives in the Croatian Sabor.

‘Article 124

A judge of the Constitutional Court of the
Republic of Croatia may be relieved of office
before the expiry of the teym for which he was
elected if he requests to be relieved, if he is
sentences to a tevm of imprisonment, or if he is
permaneatly incapacitated to perform his office, as
established by the Court itself.

Article 125

The Constitutional Court of Croatia shall:

- decide on the confoemity of laws with
the Coastitution;

- decide on conformity of other regula-
tions with the Constitution and law;

- protect the constitutional freedoms and
vights of man and ¢itizen;

- decide jurisdictional disputes among
legislative, executive and judicial branches;

- decide, in conformity with the Constitn-
tion, on the impeachability of the President of the
Republic;

- sugervize the constitutionality of the
programmes and activities of political parties and
may, in conformity with the Constitution, ban
their work:

- supervise the constitutionality and legal-
ity of elections and republican referenda, and
decide electoral disputes which do not fall within
the jurisdiction of courts;

- conduct other affairs specified by the
Constitution. .
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Article 126

The Constitutional Court of Croatia shail
repeal 2 law if it finds 1o be unconstitutional,

The Constitutional Court of Croatiz shail
repeat or annual any other regulation if it finds it
to be unconstitutional or fllegal.

Article 127

Conditions for the election of judges of
the Constitutional Court of the Republic of
Croatia and the termination of their office, condi-
tions and time-limits for instiruting proceedings
for the assessment of the constitutionality and
fegality, procedure and the legal effect of its
decisions, protection of the constiitional free-
doms and rights of man and citizen, and other
issues important for the performance of duties and
work of the Constitutional Court of the Republic
of Croatia, shall be regulated by the Constitutional
Act.

The Constitutional Act shall be passed by
the procedure determined for amending the Con-
stitution.

The intermal organization of the Constinu-
tional Court of the Republic of Croatia shall be
regulated by its rules of procedure,

Vi, ORGANIZATION OF LOCAL
SELF-GOVERNMENT AND
ADMINISTRATION

Anicle 128

Citizens shall be guaranteed the right to
local self-government.

The right to local self-government shall
include the right to decide on needs and interests
of local significancs, particularly of localities and
housing, public utilities, child care, social welfare,
cutture, physical culture, sport and technical
cuiture, and the protection and promotion of the
eavironment.

A law shall be passed on local self-gov-
emment,

Article 129

Units of focal self-government shall, in
conformity with law, be communes and districts
of towns, Thelr areas shall be determiced by law
after the opinion of the inhabitants of the areas
concerned has been heard.

The organization and responsibilities of
the bodies of selfigovernment ugits shall be
regulated by their by-laws in conformity with law,

Citizens may directly participate in the
oanagemem of local affairs, in conformity with
law and the byJaws off local self-government
units. .
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Citizens shall also have the right to estab-
lish, i conformity with law, other forms of local
self-government in tocalities and parts thereof.

Article 130

Units of local self-government shall, in
conformity with 1aw and by-laws, be independent
in the canduct of local affairs and shail only be
subjected to the supervision of legality by compet-
eat bodies of the Republic, '

(n communes and districts or towns, iocal
self-government bodies may be established by
law. The organization and responsibilities of such
bodies shall be reguiated by law,

Specific affairs of state administration may

be by law transferred to the responsibility of local
self-government bodies.
In conducting such affairs, bodies of local seif-
governmert units shall be subordinate, in con-
formity with law, to bodies of stare administra-
uen,

Article 131

Zupanije are units of local administration
and self-government, Areas of Zupanije shall be
determined by law so as to express the historical,
transport and economic facters, and to be natural
self-government units within the framework of the
Republic.

. The organization and responsibilities of
Zupanija bodies shall be determined by aw.

_ Large towns may by law be organized as
Zupanije.

VII. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
1. International Agreements
Article 132

International agreements shall, on behaif
of the Republic of Croatia, be concluded by the
President of the republic, but may also be con-
cluded, in conformity with law, by Government of
the Republic of Croatia.

Article 133

Intecnational agreement which entaii the
passage or amendment of laws, internaticnal
agreements of 2 military and political nature, and
internatioral agreements which financially commit
the Republic shall be subject to ratification by the
Croatian Sabor,

Intzenational agreements which grant
international grganizations or ajliances powers
derived from the Canstitution of the Republic of
Croatia, shall be subject to ratification by the
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Croatian Sabor by a two-thirds majority vote of
all representatives.

Aricle 134

International agresment concluded and
catified in accordance with the Constitution and
made public shall be part of the Republic’s inter-~
nal legal ocder and shall in terms of legal effect be
above 1aw, Their provisions may be changed or
tepealed only under conditions and in the way
specified in them, or in accordance with the
general rules of international law,

z. Association and Secession
Article 135

Procedure for the association of the
Republic of Croatia in alliances with other states
may be.instiruted by at least one third of the
representarives in the Croatian Sabor, by the
President of the Republie, or by the Government
of the Republic of Croatia,

Such association of the Republic shall ficst
be decided upon by the Croatian Sabor by 2 two~
thirds majority vote of all representatives,

‘The decision concerning the Republic’s
assaciation shall be made on the basis of a refer-
eadum by a majority vote of the toral aumber of
electors in the Republic,

Such referendum shall be held within 30
days from the date the decision was rendered by
the Croatian Sabor.

The provisions of this Constitution can-
cerning association shall also relate to conditions
and procedure for disassociation (secession) of the
Republic of Croatia, except when owing (o extra-
ordinary circumstances the Croatian Sabor may,
at the proposal of a third of the representatives, ot
of the President of the Republic, or the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Croatia, for the purpeses
of protection of the Republic of Croatia, decide on
disassociation (secession) by a two-thirds majority
vote of afl representatives present.

VI, AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION

Article 136

Amendment of the Constitution of the
Republic of Croatia may be proposed by at least
one fifth of the representatives in the Chamber of
Representatives of the Croatian Sabor, the Presi-
dent of the Republic, and the Government of the
Republic of Croatia.

Article 137

The Chamber of Representatives shall,
upon hearing the opinion of the Chamber of
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Zupanije, decide by a majority vote of all repre-
sentatives whether or not to start proceedings for
the amendment of the Constitution.

A draft amendment of the Constitution
shall require a majority vote of all representatives.

Article 138

A decision to amend the Constitution
shail, on the basis of a prior opinion of the Cham-
ber of Zupanile, be made by the Chamber of
Representatives by a two-thirds majority vote of
all representatives.

Article 139

Amendment of the Constitution shall be
promuigated by the Chamber of Representatives
of the Croatian Sabor,

IX. TRANSITIONAL AND CONCLUDING
PROVISIONS

Article 140

The Republic of Croatia shaf remain part
of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
until a new agreement is reached by the Yugoslay
republics, or until the Croatian Sabor decides
otherwise.

If the tervitorial integrity of the Republic
of Croatia is infringed by an act of or procedure
by a federal organ or an organ of other republics
of provinces, members of the Federztion, or if the
Republic is brought into an unequai position in the
Fedecation, or Its interasts are endangered, the
Republic of Croatia's organs shall on the basis of
the right to self-determination and the sovereignty
of the Republic of Croatia established by the
Constitution, make the necessary decisions for the
protection of the sovereignty and interssts of the
Republic of Croatia.
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Article 14]

This Constitution shall apply as of the date
of its promulgation by the Croatian Sabor, unless
otherwise specified by the Constitutional Act for
its implementation regarding the application of its
individual provisions.

Elections for the Croatian Sabor and the
Presidemt of the Republic shall be called in
accordance with the electoral [aws, which shall be
passed not later than one year after the
promulgation of this Constitution.

Article 142

A Constitutional Act shall be passed for
the implementation of this Constitution.

al'

Published in Narodne novine No. 56/90
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Pursuant to Article 438 of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia, the Sabar of the Republic of
Croatia enacied at the session of the Chamber of Associated Labour, the Chamber of Communes and the

Socio~Political Chamber, held on December 22, 1990, the

DECISION
on the Promulgation of the Constitution
of the Republic of Croatia

The Constitution of the Republic of Croatia, enacted by the Sabor of the Republic of Croatia at the
session of the Chamber of Associated Labour, the Chamber of Communes and the Socio-Political Chamber,
held on December 21, 1990, is hereby promulgated and becomes effective.

Number: 6301.50-9
Zagreb, December 23, 1950

PARLIAMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA (SABOR)

Presiden: of the Chamber President of the Parliament
of Associated Labour Zacko Domijan, D.Sc.
Ivan Matija

President

of the Chamber of Communes
Slavko Degoricija

Prasident
of the Socio-Political Charnber
Ivan Vekié
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CONSTITUTIONAL DECISION
ON THE SOVEREIGNTY AND INDEPENDENCE
OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA
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Pursuant to Adticle 140, paragraph 1. of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia,

- proceeding from the inalienable, unconsumable, indivisible and untransferable right of the Croatian
nation to self-determination, including the right of disassaciation and association with ather nations
and States, and from the sovereignty of the Republic of Croatia rests in all its citizens,

- executing the will of the people as expressed at the referendum of May 19, 1991,

- in view of the fact that the SFRY does not function as a state founded on constitutionalitz and the
rule of lJaw, and that human rights, the rights of national minorities and the rights of its federal units
ar¢ being flagrantly violated,

- bearing in mind that Yugoslavia's federal system does not make it possible to resolve the stare-
political and economic crisis, and that no agrecment has beea reached among its constituent republics
that would make it possible to transform the federal state into 2 union of sovereign states,

- declaring that the Republic of Croatia respects the equal rights of the other republics of the present-
day SFRY in the wish gradually to regulate with them on an equal footing and by democeatic and
peaceful means all issues arising from their common life to date; respecting their sovereignty and
territarial integrity, and expressing readiness to reach with them, as an autonomous and independeat

 State, agreament on economic, political, defence and othet relations,

the Parliament of the Republic of Croatia is hereby enacting the

COMNSTITUTIONAL DECISION
ON THE SOVEREIGNTY AND INDEPENDENCE
OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA

I
The Republic of Croatia is tiereby proctaimed a sovereign and independent state.
il

By this act, the Republic of Croatia initiates proceedings for disassociation from the other republics
and from the SFRY.

The Republic of Croaria is initiating proceedings for intemarional recognition.
m

_ International agreements conciuded and acceded to by the SFRY shali apply in the Republic of
Croatia provided they do not conflict with the Constirution and legal system of the Republic of Croatia, on -
the basis of the provisions of the international law on state succession relating 10 international agreements.

v

Only those laws shall be in force oa the tecritory of the Republic of Croatia which have been passed
by the Parliament of the Republic of Croatia, and until the termination of disassociation, also those fedecal
regulations which have not been repealed. :

The Republic of Croatia assumes a1l the rights and obligations that were transferred to the bodies
of the SFRY by the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia and by the Constitution of the SFRY.

Procedure for assuming these rights and duties shall be preseribed by the Constitutional Act.
\Y
“The state boundaries of the Republic of Croatis are the internazionaily recognized state boundaries

of the gpresent-day SFRY i the part which relates 1 the Republic of Croatia. and tha boundaries between
the Republic of Croatia and the Republics of Slovenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia and Montenegro

within the framework of the present-day SFRY.
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vl
Accepting the principles of the Charter of Paris, the Republic of Croatia guarantees to all its citizens
their national and all other fundamental rights and freedoms of man and the citizen, a democratic order, the
rule of law and all other greatest values of its constitutional order and the international legal order.
vl

The present Constitutional Decision shall come into force upon promulgation by the Parliament of
the Republic of Croatia.

Class 010-03/91-02/06

Zagreb, 25 June 1991

President of the Chamber of Associated Labour Presidenat of the Parliament
Ivan Matija Zarko Domljan, D.Sc.

Presidan: of the Chambar of Communes
Luka Behié

President of the Socio-Political Chamber
Ivan Vekié
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