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Constitution of the Republic of Poland
1997
(Selected Provisions)

Having regard for the existence and future of our Homeland, Which recovered, in 1989, the possibility of a
sovereign and democratic determination of its fate, We, the Polish Nation - all citizens of the Republic,
Both those who believe in God as the source of truth, justice, good and beauty, As well as those not
sharing such faith but respecting those universal values as arising from other sources, Equal in rights and
obligations towards the common good - Poland, Beholden to our ancestors for their labours, their struggle
for independence achieved at great sacrifice, for our culture rooted in the Christian heritage of the Nation
and in universal human values, Recalling the best traditions of the First and the Second Republic,
Obliged to bequeath to future generations all that is valuable from our over one thousand years’ heritage,
Bound in community with our compatriots dispersed throughout the world, Aware of the need for
cooperation with all countries for the good of the Human Family, Mindful of the bitter experiences of the
times when fundamental freedoms and human rights were violated in our Homeland, Desiring to
guarantee the rights of the citizens for all time, and to ensure diligence and efficiency in the work of public
bodies, Recognizing our responsibility before God or our own consciences, Hereby establish this
Constitution of the Republic of Poland as the basic law for the State, based on respect for freedom and
justice, cooperation between the public powers, social dialogue as well as on the principle of aiding in the
strengthening the powers of citizens and their communities.

We call upon all those who will apply this Constitution for the good of the Third Republic to do so paying
respect to the inherent dignity of the person, his or her right to freedom, the obligation of solidarity with
others, and respect for these principles as the unshakeable foundation of the Republic of Poland.

Article 12

The Republic of Poland shall ensure freedom for the creation and functioning of trades unions, socio-
occupational organizations of farmers, societies, citizens' movements, other voluntary associations and
foundations.

Article 32

(1) All persons shall be equal before the law. All persons shall have the right to equal treatment by public
authorities.
{2) No one shall be discriminated against in political, social or economic life for any reason whatsoever.

Article 33

(1) Men and women shall have equal rights in family, political, social and economic life in the Republic of
Poland.

(2) Men and women shall have equal rights, in particular, regarding education, employment and
promotion, and shall have the right to equal compensation for work of similar value, to social security, to
hold offices, and te receive public honours and decorations.

.......



Article 53

(1) Freedom of faith and religion shail be ensured to everyone.

(2) Freedom of religion shall include the freedom to profess or to accept a religion by personal choice as
well as to manifest such religion, either individually or collectively, publicly or privately, by worshipping,
praying, participating in ceremonies, performing of rites or teaching. Freedom of religion shall also include
possession of sanctuaries and other places of worship for the satisfaction of the needs of believers as
well as the right of individuals, wherever they may be, to benefit from religious services.

(3) Parents shall have the right to ensure their children a moral and religious upbringing and teaching in
accordance with their convictions. The provisions of Article 48 (1) shall apply as appropriate.

{4) The religion of a church or other legally recognized religious organization may be taught in schools,
but other peoples' freedom of religion and conscience shall not be infringed thereby.

(5) The freedom to publicly express religion may be limited only by means of statute and only where this
is necessary for the defence of State security, public order, health, morals or the freedoms and rights of
others.

(6) No one shall be compelled to participate or not participate in religious practices.

(7) No one may be compelied by organs of public authority to disclose his philosophy of life, religious
convictions or belief.

[Section Ill] Political Freedems and Rights

Article 57
The freedom of peaceful assembly and participation in such assemblies shall be ensured to everyone.
Limitations upon such freedoms may be imposed by statute,

Article 58

(1) The freedom of association shall be guaranteed to everyone.

(2) Associations whose purposes or activities are contrary to the Constitution or statutes shall be
prohibited. The courts shall adjudicate whether to permit an association to register or to prohibit an
association from such activities.

(3) Statutes shall specify types of associations requiring court registration, a procedure for such
registration and the forms of supervision of such associations.

Article 59

(1) The freedom of assaciation in trades unions, socio-occupational organizations of farmers, and in
employers' organizations shall be ensured.

(2) Trade unions and employers and their organizations shall have the right to bargain, particularly for the
purpose of resolving collective disputes, and to conclude collective labour agreements and other
arrangements.

(3) Trade unions shall have the right to organize workers' strikes or other forms of protest subject to
limitations specified by statute. For protection of the public interest, statutes may limit or forbid the
conduct of strikes by specified categories of employees or in specific fields.

(4) The scope of freedom of assaciation in trade unions and in employers’ organizations may only be



subject to such statutory limitations as are permissible in accordance with international agreements to
which the Republic of Poland is a party.

Article 60
Polish citizens enjoying full public rights shall have a right of access to the public service based on the
principle of equality.



