
The Universe of  
Overseas NGOs in China
The circles below represent the six major categories of overseas non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in China. 
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Examples:
Ford Foundation, 
Fred Hollows 
Foundation, Stiftung 
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organizations

The classification system used here is based on one developed by Nick Young of the China Development Brief in 
“NGOs: the Diverse Origins, Changing Nature and Growing Internationalization of the Species” (2005). It has been 
updated in the following ways: (1) faith-based organizations were removed as a stand-alone category, as most are 
included in these other categories; (2) campaigning organizations are incorporated under humanitarian relief and 
development organizations; (3) private nonprofit universities, schools, and hospitals have been added; and (4) the 
category of professional associations has been broadened. Please note that the circles are not to scale.


